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1

EXT. OCEAN HElI GHTS SCHOOL PLAYGROUND - DAY

Samis sitting under a tree, reading. Nearby, sone students are

ki cking a soccer bal
the air towards Sam

around. A kick goes wild and soars through

STUDENT (Q S.)

Hey, | ook out!

Look out

SAM
for what?

VWHAM The ball hits Sam square on the forehead, knocking him

down. He gets back up

di zzy and disoriented and with a soccer

bal | patterned dent in his forehead.

SAM ( CONT' D)

But | amnot a giraffe, Doctor

Wbbl y.

The kids rush over, concer ned.

MEAN KI D

Ni ce refl exes, stupid.

STUDENT #1

Are you okay?

SAM

By what critereon?

STUDENT #2

You should go to the school nurse!

SAM

Yes, | shoul d.

Sam j ust stands there,
few | ong seconds :

VWere. ..

swaying a little fromdizziness. After a

SAM ( CONT' D)

Student #1 gently turns Samtowards the nearest door into the
school and gives hima little push.

STUDENT #1

Go inside and keep going until you
find the roomwith the big red cross
on the door!

Sam nods, but does not nove. The students | ook at each other for

a nonent.



STUDENT #3
Then go i nsi de!

SAM
Program accept ed. Runni ng.

2 INT. NURSE S OFFI CE - DAY

Samenters, no longer dizzy. In the office is NURSE MNAY, a
honely but matronly wonman who radi at es conpassi on.

NURSE NAY

Ch dear, that soccer ball nust have
hit you pretty hard.

SAM

How did you know | was hit by a
soccer ball?

Cl oseup on Sam's soccer ball patterned head. Oearly, he has not
seen hinsel f.

NURSE NAY

Years of experience. Now you sit
right here and |l et ne see what that
mean ol ball did to you.

Sam awkwardly clinbs up onto a doctor style examning table, and
Nurse May examines himw th practiced ease.

NURSE MAY (CONT' D)
Tell nme where it hurts, dear.

SAM

Vell, the painis mainly radiating
froma conpl ex contusion | ocated
approxi mately two i nches above the
suture between ny frontal and et hnoid
bones.

NURSE MAY
So right here?
Nurse May touches a spot high on Sam s forehead.

SAM
No, right here, like | said.

Sam t ouches a spot just above the bridge of his nose.



SAM ( CONT' D)
Ow. Wiere was | ? Spathate! Right! The

wound is spathate, with ragged
edges. ..

Wiile Samis tal king, Nurse May continues to exam ne Sam
expertly taking his pulse, seeing if his pupils react to |ight,
checking his reflexes, etc. At the sane tine, she is saying "Uh

huh" and "l see" and such to reassure Samthat she is |istening.
SAM (CONT' D)
...and inpact abrasion. | am not

experi enci ng any nausea or
phot ostobi ¢ effects, but | did
experience. ..

Nurse May puts a thernmonmeter in Samis nouth.

SAM (CONT' D)
(around the thernoneter)

...thignivigant divviness and
dithoriedation shordly avter the
i nzident, indigating possible
zubder mal henadona-

NURSE NAY

| don't understand what you're
sayi ng, dear.

Wig?

Sam t akes the thernoneter out of his nouth.

SAM ( CONT' D)
| nmean... what? Ch, because of the
t her noneter. ..

NURSE NAY

No dear, it's because of all the big
wor ds you' re using.

SAM
| beg your pardon?

NURSE NAY

' ma school nurse, honey, not a
doct or.

Sam pauses a nonent, then | ooks around the roomsw ftly for her
credentials. She has none.



A few nonents

SAM
You nmean you're not even a REAL

NURSE?

NURSE MAY
Not |ike you'd find at a hospital,
no, but-

SAM

Then what qualifies you to treat
chil dren??

NURSE NAY

Well |'ve been doing it for over
twenty five years..

SAM

A successful fraud, Madam is still a
fraud! Tell nme, do you have any
nmedi cal training at all?

NURSE MNAY
Just a six week course, but...
listen, | know how to | ook after
kids... | can take their pul se and

their tenperature, give out aspirin,
patch up cuts and brui ses..

SAM

Patch.... up? Madam hurman bei ngs
don't get "patched up!" TIRES get
"pat ched up!" Human bei ngs need the
attention of qualified nedical

pr of essi onal s.

NURSE MAY
Vell I'"mall you're gonna get,
dear. .

SAM

And what can YQU possibly do for ne?
of pregnant pause.

NURSE MAY
You want a lollipop?

Sam stands, full of righteous outrage.

SAM
A .. LOLLI POP! ?!

Too outraged to speak, Sam sputters a little then storns out

the room

of



A few nonents | ater, he cones back, takes the lollipop, and ¢
storns out again. *

| NT. OCEAN HElI GHTS SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY

Samis at the head of the line Iike in Epiode One. He | ooks at
the lunch lady thoughtfully.

LUNCH LADY

Don't tell ne. You want to know nore
about chi cken nuggets.

SAM
No, |'ve learned to live with those.
Tell nme... what qualifies you for

your current position?

LUNCH LADY
What, you nean |ike school and stuff?

SAM
Yes. School. And such.

LUNCH LADY

Well | had to take a three week
course on food safety.

SAM

Three weeks. | see. And did this
course include | essons on

m cr obi ol ogy, organic chem stry, and
pediatic nutritional needs?

LUNCH LADY

| don't think so. But they did teach
us howto tell when food is too
rotten to serve.

SAM

| see, | see. Just as | suspected.
Thank you for your time. | think I
wi Il be skipping | unch today.

LUNCH LADY

What ever you say, kid, as long as you
stop holding up the |ine.

Samturns as if to | eave, but then turns back with a | ook of
horror on his face.

SAM

|'msorry, did you say "when food is
TOO rotten?"



LUNCH LADY
(1 ooking past Samto the
next person in line)

Next !

SAM

Because that inplies there is an
acceptable level of rot in our food,
and | mnust object...

LUNCH LADY
(still not Iooking at San)
NEXT!

4  EXT. CROSSWALK QUTSI DE OCEAN HEI GHTS - DAY

Samis standing in the mddle of the crosswal k,
CROSSI NG GUARD, who is a portly,

60s.

The cars waiting are beginning to honk. A backlog of kids is

SAM
So what you're saying is that got
this job by being the only one who
wanted it when the previous crossing
guard quote "kicked the bucket™
unquot e.

CROSSI NG GUARD

Pretty nmuch, yeah. Plus | lived
near by, and | already had the vest.

bui I di ng up behi nd Sam

SAM

| see. And you think that qualifies
you to take the lives of children in
your hands on a daily basis?

CRCSSI NG GUARD
(mldly sarcastic)

Well, that and the fact that |'ve
been doing it for ten years and |
ain't lost a kid yet.

The honking is getting |ouder.

SAM

Amazi ng. So what you are telling ne
is that you don't know the first
thing about traffic patterns,

vehi cul ar physics, or child

psychol ogy?

talking to the
grey haired man in his early



The honking is at a fever pitch and sone angry parent who just
pi cked their kid up fromschool yells "Get that kid off the
road!".

CROSSI NG GUARD

Listen kid, what | do knowis that if
you don't nove on right now, there's
going to be an accident. O an

i nci dent .

SAM
Fine. 1'll go. Thank you for your
time.

Sam crosses, and a whole flock of kids follow himlike b baby
ducks follow ng their nother

I NT. SAM S HOUSE, UPPER WEST LI BRARY - DAY

Sam bursts into the roomas Ann and Leon are quietly reading
together at a small table. He turns to slamthe door
dramatically, realizes their isn't one (there's just an arch),
and cries out in frustration.

SAM

Pretend | just slammed a door!

Mot her, Father, you will not believe
what | |earned today! Every adult at
school is a FRAUD!

ANN
What do you nean, dear?

SAM

Just what | said! The l[unch | ady
doesn' t know anyt hi ng about organic
chem stry, the crossing guard hasn't
studi ed the physics of collision, and
the school nurse isn't even a real
nurse! She wouldn't be able to tell a
subdural hematoma from.. fromthe

| sl es of Lagerhans?

Sam st ands back slightly, awaiting parental validation of his
outrage. Ann and Leon share a | ook.

LEON
Sam ... are these people good at
their jobs?

SAM

| don't see how they could be. They
have no idea what they are doing! *



ANN

Sam dear, there is a big difference
bet ween knowi ng how to do somet hi ng
and knowi ng how it's done.

SAM
| don't understand.

LECN

What your nother is trying to say,
dear Sam is that these people know
how to do their jobs w thout having
to know how it all works.

SAM

| don't believe you. That's

i npossi bl e. How can you know how to
do sonet hi ng when you don't know the
science behind it?

LEON
By knowi ng how it works, Sam

ANN

Humans used fire for hundreds of

t housands of years before they had
the slightest idea what oxidation
was.

LECN

Archi medes was able to discover the
secrets of water displacenent wthout
having to read a book about fluid
physi cs.

ANN

And plenty of people drive their cars
just fine wi thout know ng a single
t hi ng about how t hey worKk.

LEON
(nudgi ng Ann with el bow,
t easi ng)

That's not what you say when we're
stuck in traffic, dear

Anne bl ushes and | aughs.

SAM
(unconvi nced)
| don't know...



ANN

Sam dear... do you renenber |earning
to wal k?

SAM
Ki nda, yeah.

LEON

And you wal ked for a long tine before
you under stood t he physics of
| oconotion, didn't you?

SAM
| guess so. Yeah.

ANN
How was that possible?

SAM
| don't know. | guess | just kept
trying till | figured it out.
LEON

And that's what the adults at schoo
did too, dear Sam

ANN

Wien they started out, they probably
weren't that great at their jobs.

LEON

But they kept trying, and listened to
what ot her peopl e who had done the
job told it, and by now they are
really good at it.

ANN

And all without cracking a single
t ext book.

SAM
(dawni ng under st andi ng)

So what you are saying is...you only
have to understand how sonet hi ng
works to be good at your job. You
don't need to know why it works |ike
it does.

ANN AND LEON
Exact | y!



SAM
What you are saying seens to make
sense. | will have to think about

this. Thank you, Mother, Father.

Sam | eaves. Ann and Leon share a concerned | ook.

EXT. OCEAN HElI GHTS SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY *

Sam and Edgar are waiting in line for their "lunch". Samhas a
bag of yellow sh gundrops and absent m ndedly eats one now and

t hen.

SAM

...and then they said you didn't have
t o understand why sonet hi ng does what
it does, you only have to understand

how it works

EDGAR

That makes sense to ne. There is nore
t han one way to understand sonet hi ng.

*

After all,

nobody ever taught ne to

draw, and now ny art gets nentioned

in the | oca

paper .

SAM

I think that's nostly because of the >
skul I s and bl ood.

Nonsense! Cearly, they are in awe of
ny deep and sensitive grasp of the..
of the... ny word, Sam those candies
snel|l marvel os. May | have one?

EDGAR

* ok ok kK

*

SAM

Sure! They are fairly pleasant. *

Edgar hol ds out his hand and Samtips a gunmdrop out of the =*
package into it. Edgar pops it in his nouth. He is delighted by

It.

HEAVEN Absol ute heaven! 1've never
tastes anything like it. Wat is this
di vi ne fl avour?

Sam | ooks at the package.

*

EDGAR

* F F X

Edgar goes pale and starts to trenble.

Sam does not notice. They reach the head of the |line where the

Lunch Lady awaits.

*

10.



SAM *

It says peach. *
EDGAR *

(slurring a little) *

And is it, perchance, nade with real *
peaches? *
Sam | ooks at the package agai n. *
SAM *

Yes it is. Says it's made fromfruit *
juice and pectin. Wy? *
EDGAR *

(fadi ng) *
Can't... peach... 'llergic... *

Sam wat ches in horror as a much paler than usual Edgar faints,
*

sliding to the floor, still trenbling.
SAM *
EDGAR! Ch no, oh no... | didn't *
know... and now he's *
LUNCH LADY *
CLEAR THE WAY. And sonebody get Nurse *
May in here. *

Al the kids pull back to give the Lunch Lady room as she rounds
t he counter and goes to Edgar. She elevates his head by putting
a stack of lunch trays under it and cools his head with a . Sam
i s pani cking, frozen to the spot and babbling. *

LUNCH LADY  (CONT' D)
(to Sam

Ckay, honey, | amgoing to need to
you take three | ong deep breaths for
me, okay?

* % % X X

Sam | ooks confused by this request for a nonent, then conplies.
This cal ns himdown. The Lunch Lady smles kindly at him *

LUNCH LADY (CONT' D) *

Good boy! Now can you tell ne what *

your friend was eating right before *

t hi s happened? *

Sam nodnods and hands the Lunch Lady his bag of candy. *
LUNCH LADY ( CONT' D) *

VWl | done! Do you know what it is he *

is that he's allergic to? *

11.



Samtries to talk but all that conmes out is a croak. He clears

his throat and tries again. *
SAM *
Peaches... he said it was peaches. .. *

Nurse May enters and nakes a beeline for Edgar at full speed.

She has a | arge bag with her. *
LUNCH LADY *

Peaches. .. okay! You're doing great, *

kid. HEY MAY! Do you have an Epi pen *

for peaches? *

Nurse May opens the bag and searches through it. *
NURSE MAY *

|'ve got ones for peanuts, tree nuts, *

gluten, dairy, strawberry, kiw... *

nope. No peaches. *

LUNCH LADY *

That' s okay, May. *

Lunch Lady stands and addresses all the kids. *
LUNCH LADY (CONT' D) *

Hey kids! Do any of you have an *

Epi pen for peach allergy? *

A murmur goes through the crowd, with a ot of kids shaking ¢
their heads no. Then a skinny blonde girl starts hopping up and
down. *

BLONDE d RL *
Mss! Ch Mss! Over here! M SS! *
LUNCH LADY *
Yes dear, what is it? *
BLONDE d RL *
M/ uncle is the crossing guard and *
he's allergic to peaces! *
LUNCH LADY *
Then run and get him dear. *

The Bl onde G rl dashes off at |ightning speed, then a few *

nonents later returns wth the Cossing Guard. *
NURSE NAY *
Hey Phil! Do you have your Epipen on *

you? *



*

CRCSSI NG GUARD
Sure, | got it right here. *

He hands it to May, who expertly admnisters it to Edgar. *

A few tense nonents, and then Edgar's eyes open and he regards

hi s hushed audi ence, then smles. *
EDGAR *

Thank you all for comng. Now for ny *

next poem . *

And what ever he says next is drowned out by the sound of *
everyone cheering for Edgar's recovery. *
NURSE MAY *

Now who wants to help me carry Edgar *

back to ny office? *

A forest of hands go up all through the crowd. *

INT. OHE S HALLWAY QUTSI DE NURSE' S OFFI CE

A very worried Sam paces outside the Nurse's Ofice |like an
expectant father.

SAM
(babbling to hinself)

| mean, he's got to be okay, right?
The Epi Pen worked, and there were no
signs of brain damage fromthe..

uh. .

* % %

Nurse May opens the door, and shepherds a sheepi sh | ooki ng Edgar
out in front of her. Edgar is bandaged on his upper left arm and
ri ght knee.

EDGAR

See? Even the mddle of calamty, |
retain ny flair for the dramatic.

SAM
(overj oyed)
Edgar! You're okay!

NURSE NAY
He's fine, just a little shaken up,
that's all. Don't worry, he will be
back on his feet and back to school
in no tinme.

SAM

Is there anything I can do to hel p?

13.



NURSE MNAY

Tell you what. H's parents are com ng
to pick himup and I have to get back
to work. Do you think you can | ook
after himtill then?

SAM
(rapidly, eagerly)
O course! 1I'll watch himfor signs

of anaphyl axi s, and possible | ow
grade nerve danage. ..

* % %

Nurse May patiently waits for Samto cal m down.

SAM ( CONT' D)
| nmean.... yes. Yes | can.

NURSE MAY
CGood!

Nurse May goes back into her office.

Ti me passes, then Edgar's very worried and equal ly goth parents,
Mor bi di a and Hanni bal, show up. Mrbidia rushes to Edgar and
takes his wist in her hands, and peers at himlike any worried

not her woul d do. *
MORBI DI A *

Ch, ny sweet, precious child! Have *

t hey taken good care of you? *

SAM *

Ch, don't worry, Ms. Lovecraft! *

Nurse May | ooked after him and she *

was. .. anmazi ng. *

The Lovecrafts take Edgar away. *

Samsits there, alone and thoughtful, for a few | ong nonents.

SAM (CONT' D) *

(to hinself) *

They were ALL anazi ng. *

A few nore nonents of thoughtful silence. *
SAM (CONT' D) *

Looks like I've got sone apol ogi zi ng *

to do. *

EXT. CROSSWALK QUTSI DE OCEAN HEI GHTS - DAY

Once nore, Samis talking to the Grossing Guard in the mddle

14.
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15.

of the road while cars honk inpatiently. W don't hear what they
say, but we see Sam handi ng the OGrossing GQuard a safety orange
thernmos to match his vest. The Crossing Guard is touched, and
pats Samon the shoulder as if to say "it's okay". Samsm | es.

| NT. OCEAN HElI GHTS SCHOOL CAFETERI A - DAY 9

Once nore, Samis holding up the Iine at the school cafeteria by
talking wth the Lunch Lady. W don't hear what they say, but we
see Sam hand her one of those little battery operated fans so
she can cool herself off after working over a hot stove for the
kids. The Lunch Lady is touched, and smles at Sam He smles
back.

| NT. SCHOOL NURSE' S OFFI CE - DAY 10
Once nore, Samis in the Nurse's Ofice.

NURSE MAY
Hel | o again! How is your head, dear?

Sam touches his forehead absently.

SAM

Ch, it's fine. There was no secondary
swel ling and the abrasions and the
abrasi ons were purely cosnetic so...
um | nean, it's okay, Nurse May.

NURSE MNAY
dad to hear it, dear.

SAM
(after an awkward pause)

Look, I'"'msorry | called you a fraud
and stornmed out of here like a brat.
| just... there was sonething I
didn't understand. Anyhow, please
accept this gift as a token of ny

si ncere apol ogy.

Sam hands Nurse May a box of candy thernoneters.

SAM ( CONT' D)

| thought the kids would |ike these
nmore than the lollipops.

NURSE NAY

Wl | thank you dear! That's a very
t houghtful gift.



A short pause.

THE END

SAM

It turns out that you don't need to
understand the science of a job in
order to do that job well

NURSE MAY
d ad you figured that out.

SAM
You're a very nice |ady, Nurse My.

NURSE NAY
Thanks ki d. Now go back to cl ass.

16.



